Course Revision Proposal for English 367 Second Level Writing

Description and Rationale
English 367 is currently decimalized into seven different versions (Appendix 1).   Since this version of 367 was developed (over two decades ago), the English department has gone through a number of changes.  

· Several faculty instrumental in formulating the current configuration of our second-level writing program—in teaching the classes and in training GTA’s to teach them—are no longer in the department.   

· New hires in popular culture and film, digital media, literacy studies, and professional writing have shifted the focus of the RCL (Rhetoric, Composition, and Literacy) area within English, and have shifted the resources available to our writing program. 

· Repeated under-enrollment in several current versions of 367, combined with a lack of trained GTA’s to teach some of the versions, have meant that several of the decimals have not been offered frequently enough to justify listing as separate sections in the course bulletin.      

· A gradual drop in undergraduate enrollments in English 367 over the past few years has led English department RCL faculty to focus on generating interest in our 367 courses across the university through reconfiguring and re-titling our 367 offerings.
These factors combined mean that the expertise of our current staffing—faculty and GTA’s—remains severely underutilized while courses are being listed without being offered for lack of trained instructors, or are offered but are not sufficiently enrolled, for lack of student interest.

The RCL program, along with the Writing Program Administrators Committee within the Department of English, began a process of reviewing our second level writing course offerings in the context of the English department writing programs, the RCL area, and the English department as a whole.  We asked what configuration of 367 offerings would make best use of our faculty and GTA expertise, and would appeal most to undergraduate interests.   

Of the seven sections currently listed, only four are regularly offered: .01 (The U.S. Experience), .02 (The U.S. Experience in Literature), .03 (African-American Voices in U.S. Literature), and .05 (The U.S. Folk Experience).   One of these (.03) is cross-listed with another department (AAAS 367.03).  The old versions of .04 (English in the United States), .06 (The Role of Rhetoric in Composing U.S. Communities), and .07 (Issues of Diversity in U.S. Workplace Communication) have been dropped.  

· 367.01 will remain largely unchanged.  Like 367.02, it will emphasize diversity within the U.S. experience as expressed through focus on non-literary (primarily non-fiction prose) texts, including especially the discourse of minority, ethnic, or non-dominant identities, communities, and cultures.

· 367.02 will retain its focus on literature, but will emphasize minority literatures in partial fulfillment of the diversity requirement.  All Faculty and GTA’s teaching English 367.02 will be encouraged to include some examples of U.S. minority literatures, including (but not limited to), Women’s, GLBT, African-American, Latino/a, Native American, Asian-American, and Disability literatures.

· 367.03 (African American Voices in U.S. Literature) has traditionally been cross-listed with AAAS and is only rarely offered by English department faculty or GTA’s, while several faculty and graduate students in the department have expressed a desire to teach a broader range of minority literatures in English (Hispanic/Latino/a; Native American; Post-Colonial; Asian American; etc).   AAAS will continue to teach a version of 367 that focuses on African-American literature and culture, while English will fold all, ethnic, and non-dominant literatures into the new 367.02

· The new 367.03 will focus upon the U.S. experience in film.  The department has a number of faculty who teach courses in film history, film analysis, and in digital video production and editing.  This course will be appropriate for students interested in film and students taking the minor or major in Film Studies.  It will also be appropriate for students interested in video production and editing, as a portion of .03 sections will be taught in computer classrooms and will have access to, and can be trained in the use of video and sound production software like Imovie, Adobe, and Audacity. 

· The new 367.04 will focus upon the science and practice of new communication technologies in the U.S.  This section will focus on the exploration of digital media, including image, sound, and video files, and issues raised by new digital technologies on U.S. culture and the U.S. experience.   We anticipate offering 367.04 sections in computer classrooms (space permitting) so that students can work with the same media, software, and technologies that they are reading and writing about.  In addition, class themes will revolve around changes in the American experience as a result of these new media and technologies (in, for example, surveillance, networking, news production, civic activism, gaming, political involvement, etc).

· English 367.05 (The U.S. Folk Experience) will remain unchanged.  This decimal serves the folklore area within the department and is an important part of the interdisciplinary minor in Folklore.  This section is offered every quarter and has been very successful.  

The new offerings in English 367 will be as follows:

367.01 Language, Identity and Culture in the U.S. Experience
367.02 Literatures in the U.S. Experience

367.03 Film in the U.S. Experience

367.04 Technology, Science, and Communication in the U.S. Experience
367.05 The U.S. Folk Experience

Appendix I: Current 367 Sections
367.01 
The U.S. Experience 
English 367 is the second of two composition courses that the University requires all undergraduates to take (the first is English 110). Because English 367 is a higher level course (generally taken by students in their third year), it offers texts and ideas that are more challenging and thought-provoking than you would find in a first-year writing course. 

367.02 
The U.S. Experience as Reflected in Literature 
Discussion, analysis, and writing about issues presented through the diverse voices of U.S. literature. Ideal for those who specialize in literature. 

367.03 
African-American Voices in U.S. Literature 
Discussion, analysis, and writing about issues presented through the African-American literature. Ideal for those who specialize in African-American studies. 

367.04 
English in the United States 
Discussion, analysis, and writing about issues related to the use of English in the United States. Ideal for those who specialize in linguistics. 

367.05 
The U.S. Folk Experience 
Discussion, analysis, and writing about U.S. folk culture with a concentration on individual life stories. Ideal for those who specialize in folklore. 

367.06 
The Role of Rhetoric in Composing U.S. Communities 
Discussion, analysis, and writing about how rhetorical discourse helps to define, sustain, and challenge American society. Ideal for those who specialize in rhetoric. 

367.07 
Issues of Diversity in U.S. Workplace Communication 
Discussion, analysis, and writing about issues of diversity as they affect communication in the U.S. workplace. Ideal for those who specialize in business and technical writing.

Appendix II: New 367 Sections

367.01 Language, Identity and Culture in the U.S. Experience:  Second level writing course in reading, discussion, analysis, and writing about issues relating to diverse aspects of U.S. language, identity, and culture in non-fiction prose.
367.02 Literatures in the U.S. Experience: Second level writing course in reading, discussion, analysis, and writing about issues presented through the diverse voices of U.S. literature. Ideal for those who specialize in literature. 

367.03 Film in the U.S. Experience: Second level writing course in reading, screening, discussion, analysis, and writing about issues presented through the diverse voices of U.S. film. Ideal for those who specialize in film studies. 
367.04 Technology, Science, and Communication in the U.S. Experience:  Second level writing course in reading, discussion, analysis, and writing about issues relating to science, technology and communication in the U.S.  Ideal for those who specialize in technology and the sciences.
367.05 The U.S. Folk Experience Second level writing coruse in reading, discussion, analysis, and writing about U.S. folk culture with a concentration on individual life stories. Ideal for those who specialize in folklore.
